
T
he first settlers are believed to have arrived in Hamburg in 1833, and settled
along the river. Their names were John Nahm, William Koenig, George Mades,
Daniel Schmidt, Jacob Schneider and Nickolas Roth. In 1840, Henry Schneider

laid out a plat for the town of Hamburg on the high ground along the public road,
about a half mile from the original settlement. There he built the first home. Soon
after, a cabinet making shop and small country store were built, and in 1857, a post
office was established.1

In the early 1870s, Henry Seib settled in Hamburg and became a partner with Peter
Mades in the general store. In 1873 the partnership dissolved. Peter opened a store
in nearby Mechanicsville (later Howell) and Henry remained in Hamburg. In 1878, Henry Seib
constructed a two story building which housed his store on the first floor, a public hall on the
second. In 1881, Henry was appointed postmaster and took John Mades as a partner in the
store. The partnership dissolved six years later. In 1893, Henry’s son, Theodore went into
business with his father. In 1896, the two took on another partner, Mr. Wackher, whose name
appears on the store front in the photo at right.1

In 1894, the M.K.& T Railroad completed the tracks to Hamburg and built a station known as
Miller’s Station, or Miller’s Switch. This spurred a boom, with construction of a grain elevator,
hotel and saloon near the station. In 1908, the German and American Evangelical Church was
built. A bank was organized in 1912, and a garage and automobile business started. Miller’s
Station was renamed Seib Station in honor of Henry Seib, one of the largest shippers in the area.
The town continued through the 1920s and 30s. By 1940, the railroad business had declined,
WWII had started, and the government had selected the area surrounding Howell, Toonerville
and Hamburg for an ammunitions plant.1

Today, the land is owned by the Department of Conservation.
Vegetation has overtaken the towns, home sites, and old
roadways. Most of the building foundations have been removed.
Many of the private cemeteries are overgrown. All that remains is
an occasional set of steps that once led to a house, abandoned
headstones, and the memories of a few remaining residents.

1 Cracker Barrel Country, Volume III, Page 184, Article #849 by
J.W. Schiermeier.
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